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Cue the music and be prepared to throw flowers (or blow bubbles): Weddings are on in the 
Lower Hudson Valley. Yes, they've been adjusted and cut back on (only 50 guests
allowed), thanks to the coronavirus pandemic, but they are going on.

As with everything wedding related, there are lots of factors that need to be considered to 
make sure you, your family and your soon-to-be-family are comfortable and following proper 
safety protocols.

NYC: Bringing tourists back

GYMS: What they'll look like in a COVID-19 world

SUBSCRIBER ONLY: Happy hours are back in Westchester, Rockland

Some options: 

Blue Hill at Stone Barns, Pocantico Hills

The bucolic Blue Hill at Stone Barns has always been known for its natural beauty, rustic 
charm and sophisticated elegance, not to mention its food (it's been included among "The 
World's 50 Best Restaurants" since 2015). Now, instead of offering weddings for 100-
plus guests, the sophisticated farmhouse features three options for up to 50.

Venue choices include the Dooryard Garden with its covered barn area, the Stone Barns 
Center Courtyard and café area and the restaurant's terrace and ceremony lawn, each of 
which can be set up for socially distanced seating arrangements. Included in the cost is a 30-
minute reception with champagne, wine and a selection of botanical seasonal cocktails, as 
well as "elevated picnics for two" featuring specially designed china.

https://www.lohud.com/
https://www.lohud.com/life/
https://www.lohud.com/staff/4388256002/jeanne-muchnick/
https://www.lohud.com/story/life/2020/07/22/nyc-tourism-group-starts-initiative-bring-tourists-back-feel-comfortable/5404170002/
https://www.lohud.com/story/life/2020/07/21/what-ny-gyms-look-like-when-they-reopen-expect-masks-few-amenities/3259346001/
https://www.lohud.com/story/life/food/restaurants/2020/07/27/6-westchester-rockland-restaurants-happy-hour/5470856002/
https://www.bluehillfarm.com/dine/stone-barns


Additional food items are served from long pizza trays from six feet away, including a caviar 
course. 

Book it: 630 Bedford Road, 914-366-9606  ext. 236, bluehillfarm.com

Socially distant tables are part of the "new normal" for weddings at Blue Hill at Stone Barns in 
Pocantico Hills. Note the picnic basket in between chairs. Elena Wolfe

Kanopi Events, White Plains 

The Ritz-Carlton may be closed but that doesn't mean you can't still enjoy the view from the 
42nd floor. Kanopi, the fine dining restaurant and event venue led by Chef Anthony 
Gonçalves, is still operational and helping couples plan their dream-come-true wedding, 
provided it’s 50 people or less. With multiple rooms, all with breathtaking views, there's 
plenty of space for a ceremony in one room, a cocktail reception in the next, or a sit-down 
dinner in another. 



Gonçalves, who's known for seasonal Hudson Valley cuisine with a nod to his Portuguese 
roots, is happy to customize offerings to accommodate your food preferences. He and his 
team can also help with music, flowers and more.

In addition, they've taken great care to make sure everything adheres to strict safety 
regulations. Upon entry, guests are vetted with a series of health questions and led to an 
elevator that takes them direct to the event space. In addition, there's a three-person "clean 
team" that disinfects surfaces constantly. 

Though they prefer two weeks notice, these unusual times mean they will try their best to 
help in any way under any time frame. 

The hotel, it should be noted, is currently undergoing a multimillion-dollar renovation, as 
part of Marriott International’s Autograph Collection.

Book it: 1 Renaissance Square, 914-761-4242, kanopievents.com

The setting for weddings at Monteverde at Oldstone in Cortlandt. Catherine Leonard Photography

Monteverde at Oldstone, Cortlandt

The weddings staff at this 18th century estate has always been about personalization, and 
that hasn't changed. Their new four-hour "micro weddings" include a reception either on the 
outdoor stone patio, terrace or in the historic mansion, along with the option of hosting your 
reception in one of their permanent tented pavilions overlooking the Hudson River. Part of 
the package also includes a three-course meal. 

https://www.kanopievents.com/
https://www.kanopievents.com/
https://www.monteverdeatoldstone.com/


In addition, you can also rent one of the seven standard guest rooms and/or their two suites.
As per the new state guidelines, there is, however, no dancing, food/liquor must be
served while guests are seated, tables must be socially distanced and guests are required to
wear masks when not seated. 

Book it: 28 Bear Mountain Bridge Road, 914-737-6555, monteverdeatoldstone.com

Ned Kelly & Co., Piermont

Ned Kelly has been helping couples celebrate their nuptials for more than 25 years, which is
why the backyard garden at his Piermont shop is so ideal. Surrounded by stone walls from
the turn-of-the-century, it can be set up for both a ceremony and reception for up to 50
guests.

"I can do pretty much anything," said Kelly, an expert florist who has worked side by side
with his brother, famed Hudson Valley chef Peter X. Kelly (of Restaurant X in Congers and
X20 in Yonkers), for over 30 years. He also works with other local caterers, including Mimi's
Plate in Tappan. 

The garden, with its variety of shade-loving plants, has been the scene for many an
engagement photo, so branching out into weddings under this "new normal" just makes
sense, said Kelly. Ideally, he'd like two weeks in advance but will try to accommodate folks as
much as possible. 

Book it: 456 Piermont Ave., 845-359-4480, nedkellyandco.com

Peter Pratt's Inn, Yorktown Heights

There's plenty of outdoor space at this historic property with a sizeable lawn and a tented
area on their back terrace. There's also plenty of room inside.

The 1700s farmhouse restaurant, with the cozy ambiance of a New England inn, has recently
been renovated; it was taken over March 11 by Kujtim (Tim) Lajqi and his wife, Liridona. Tim
grew up in the area and has a deep love and affinity for the property. He and Liridona are
happy to work with couples and figure out what works best for their budget.

Book it: 673 Croton Heights Road, 914-962-4090, peterprattsinn.com

https://www.monteverdeatoldstone.com/
http://nedkellyandco.com/
http://nedkellyandco.com/
https://www.peterprattsinn.com/
https://www.peterprattsinn.com/press


The Corner Room at The Abbey Inn & Spa in Peekskill is  available for small weddings. Submitted

The Abbey Inn & Spa, Peekskill

Perched on a hill overlooking the Hudson, this new property, formerly the convent of the 
Episcopal Sisters of Saint Mary’s, is offering both indoor and outdoor weddings, albeit with 
new rules. According to General Manager Gilbert Baeriswil, events can be on the terrace 
outside, in the Cornerstone Room (with room for 30), in the hotel's private dining room (up 
to 10) or in the Hudson Room in Apropos restaurant (up to 22). There's also the option of the 
Highland Ballroom.

Other rules require a 30-minute cocktail hour with passed hors d’oeuvres that are handed to 
the guest by a server. During the cocktail hour, guests are supposed to stay in one location 
(table) while wine, champagne and non-alcoholic beverages are passed. There's also the 
option of four- to six-course tasting menus with wine pairings. A band or DJ are allowed, but 
there is no dancing except for the first dance and parents' dances. 

And, as per the state's guidelines, a maximum of 50 guests are allowed with 10 people max 
per table and six feet between tables. 

Book it: 900 Fort Hill Road, 914-736-1200 ext. 4604



Traditions 118 in Granite Springs set up for an outdoor (tented) wedding. Submitted

Traditions 118, Granite Springs

Traditions 118 has been the site of many weddings — they've done them for the past 15 
years — but because of the pandemic there's now a huge uptick in demand for smaller, more 
intimate weddings. The restaurant has done three so far, with five more on the books.

According to owner Michael Lubic, they only book one private event at a time. Because 
they're not open for lunch on weekends, Saturday and Sunday afternoons are perfect. In the 
event of a late afternoon or night event, their indoor space has designated private sections. 
They also have a large tent.

To keep everyone safe, there are no longer buffets or passed hors d'oeuvres, and masks are 
required when not seated. They also abide by the six-feet social distancing requirements. 

Book it: 11 Old Tomahawk St., 914-248-7200, traditions118restaurant.com

https://www.traditions118restaurant.com/
https://www.traditions118restaurant.com/
https://valleyrockinn.com/


accommodations for guests.

Weddings — outdoors only — can be held in the Shade Garden, the Cantina or the Great
Lawn, though the team is happy to work with couples to customize options. There's also the
choice of the Rose Garden courtyard with its center fountain and 10-foot rose-covered walls.

The timeline for bookings is flexible and based on availability. 

Book it: 27 Mill St., 845-618-9123, valleyrockinn.com

Jeanne Muchnick covers food and dining. Click here for her most recent articles and follow
her latest dining adventures on Instagram @lohud_food. Check out lohud's latest
subscription offers here.

This lush oasis, with its cluster of early 19th century houses, barns and a meeting house, has
been designed like a private village, giving couples plenty or privacy, as well as 

Valley Rock Inn & Mountain Club, Sloatsburg

https://valleyrockinn.com/
https://www.lohud.com/staff/4388256002/jeanne-muchnick/
https://www.instagram.com/lohud_food/
https://offers.lohud.com/E-FD
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