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THE LIMITED-EDITION FURNITURE
IN ACHILLE SALVAGNI’'S NEW LONDON
GALLERY SHARES DESIGN DNA WITH

A PROJECT IN SOUTHAMPTON.
BY LEILA JONES

he Italian architect and designer Achille Salvagni,

best known for his residential and yacht interiors and

bespoke furniture, has moved his eponymous gallery

in London’s Mayfair neighborhood to a big new space.
With its great arched windows in bronze frames and round-cornered
walls ‘wrapped’ in plaster, the venue’s design is every bit as bold as
Salvagni's exquisitely-detailed furniture and sumptuous homeware.
At a time when we cannot predict what tomorrow — let alone the
next six months — will bring, Salvagni is betting that eternal forms
will carry the day.

The appeal is obvious. The severity of current conditions has
left many people longing for interiors that are soft and textured.
There's an almost universal desire for things of beauty that denote
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DESIGNER SHOWCASE

Salvagni decided that the home’s interiors would evoke the glamour of the
Amalfi Coast in the '50s and ‘60s, viewed through the double prism of
the Hamptons and the designer’s sui generis aesthetic. (The Amalfi theme
issued from the homeowner's personal history.) The challenge was to do
so in a way that complemented the interior architecture, which combined
Gilded Age references and contemporary flourishes. In a feat of imagination,
Salvagni designed furniture and sourced signed vintage pieces that seem
at home somehow in the existing structure. His man who is in tight at the
Vatican made fifty different bronze casts of the doorhandles in the shape of
local fishes, birds, and seashells.

From the spidery bronze, onyx, and 24-carat-gold chandelier and the white
rounded sofas in the living room to a sinuous cabinet in the entry hall, the
pieces in the Southampton house share the same design DNA as the new
works on view at the Mayfair gallery. If the second is the fullest expression
of Salvagni’s talent, the first in hindsight was a thrilling preview of things
to come.

permanence, objects in curvilinear shapes and deep saturated hues. For
some collectors and design-followers, Salvagni's work, with its Italian
baroque and Scandinavian modernist underpinnings, satisfies the aesthetic
exigencies of our strange new reality.

| am very much drawn to forms that evoke the sensuousness of a human body,
a woman, a belly, to shapes that are organic rather than constructed,” says
Salvagni, speaking from London. "Curves, rounded forms, the poetics of softness
exemplified by the work of Alvar Alto and other Scandinavian architects and
designers, is a means of engaging the natural world in a dialogue.”

But it's the oneiric, richly allusive quality of his work that makes Salvagni
unique. Consider his sensuously-curved ‘Hera' cabinet. Covered in
pomegranate-red parchment, the piece was inspired by the goddess of
ancient myth with whom the fruit, a symbol of prosperity, is associated.
Yet the pomegranate invariably brings to mind another myth, the one about
an eternity of seasons in the underworld. From this perspective, the piece
seems an objective correlative of the general mood.

The pandemic has been a gut punch to Italy, which has been harder hit
by the pandemic than anywhere in Europe, and its government has made
appeals to its neighbors to support both the country and the upholders of its
cultural patrimony. Salvagni, who does astonishing things with sumptuous
materials like twenty-four carat gold leaf, bronze, royal oak, and onyx,
entrusts the execution of his designs to a select group of stone carvers,
cabinetmakers, Murano glass-blowers, embroiderers (whose faces he has
never seen for they are cloistered nuns), and a bronze caster who is held in
high regard at the Vatican.

“l am very much drawn to forms that
evoke the sensuousness of a human body,
a woman, a belly; to shapes that are
organic rather than constructed.”

Given Salvagni's distinctly European sensibility, you might be surprised to
learn that in 2016 he designed the interiors of a quintessentially American
compound on two acres in Southampton. The nine-bedroom, 14,000-square-
foot mansion was built by Francis Fleetwood, whose ornate country houses
are among the defining architectural structures of eastern Long Island.
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