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Carleton Varney’s
new book captures
The Greenbrier’s
distinct colorful style

» gt

SRS

- -

Y
T .

By Patricia Sheridan
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Almost as prolific a writer as he is a
decorator, Carleton Varney has penned
his 37th book, “Romance & Rhododen-
drons: My Love Affair with America’s
Resort, The Greenbrier.”

Mr. Varney arrived at The Green-
brier in the early 1960s to work with his
mentor, Dorothy Draper.

“T did everything from vacuum the
floors to listen to Dorothy pontificate,”
herecalled, laughing.

The resort in White Sulphur Springs,
W.Va,, is one of his most beloved and lon-
gest-running projects. The hotel has oper-
ated since the late 18th century and has
hosted many American presidents, world
leaders and celebrities. After World War
II, Ms. Draper was hired to revive the re-
sort, which had seen better days, espe-
cially after being used as a military hospi-
tal during the war. In 1946, she gave The
Greenbrier its distinctive style — large
florals, bright colors, bold stripes. Its tech-
nicolor modern drama is as fresh now as
it wasmore than 70 years ago.

“Dorothy became famous because
she created a look,” Mr. Varney said.
“No other decorator has been able to
achieve that. It is a happy look, and that
is why people come there.

“There is a generation out there that
doesn’t understand color since they
have grown up in this gray and beige
world,” observed Mr. Varney, who is
known as Mr. Color.

He sees fear of color as fear of living.
Neutral design is safe but won’t be re-
membered, embraced and cherished
the way The Greenbrier has been for
generations, he said.

Mr. Varney is the official curator of
The Greenbrier. He is also the owner and
president of Dorothy Draper & Co., the
oldest decorating firm in the country.
His years of experience have earned him
other titles as well. He serves on the Na-
tional Council of the Arts and is a mem-
ber of the White House Historical Associ-
ation, as well as the National Council on
White House History.

“Iam happy about it all,” he said.

But what really thrills him is the en-
during interest in the Draper look,
which is so much of what The Green-
brier is about. It was Mr. Varney who
seamlessly connected the new casino
with the original main hotel via the
concourse called Greenbrier Avenue.

With more than 50 years of hands-on
design expertise at the resort, Mr. Varney
understands the iconic property’s historic
and design significance better than any-
one. He explores it all in the book, the
pages of which arefilled with photos of the
Cameo Ballroom, the cottages, the indoor
swimming pool, the Victorian Writing
Room and other well-known spaces.
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Top: The Greenbrier's famous Victorian Writing Room was created by Dorothy Draper and freshened by Carleton Varney. Left: Carleton Varney,
president of Dorothy Draper & Co., has been overseeing The Greenbrier’s iconic style for decades. Right: The new concourse, Greenbrier Avenue,
connects the Casino Club to The Greenbrier.
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. Westwood’s Eyes Fill With
| Tears as He Faces Daugh-
i ‘ ter at Hearing

A MURDER OF
CONVENIENCE
The novel

‘A Murder of Convenience’ is a serial
novel by writers at the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette. It is based on a real crime in
the summer of 1935.

To read the entire eight-chapter serial
novel, go to www.post-gazette.com/
a-murder-of-convenience-novel.

By Dan Majors,
Laura Malt Schneiderman,
Bill Brink and Kevin Kirkland
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Aug. 31, 1935: Anna Jane Phillips
stashed her reporter’s notebook in
her handbag and tried to blend into
the crowd in the Bottoms area of
McKees Rocks. She didn’t want
word to get back to Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette city editor Joe Shuman she

was covering Martha Westwood’s
murder on her day off.

“Why am I here?” she asked her-
self, unconsciously recoiling from
the Eastern European men and
women dressed in funeral black.

Barbara Matuza probably
wouldn’t see her, and if she did, it’s
unlikely she’d recognize the re-
porter who had interviewed her two
days earlier, hours after her hus-
band, George, was killed at the
Coraopolis steel forging mill where
he worked.

Anna Jane watched District At-
torney Andrew Park emerge from
the Matuzas’ Clay Alley apartment
after offering condolences to the
widow and her nine children. She
seethed as he turned to reporters
and dishonored George Matuza’s
memory by announcing he was
closing the investigation of the
Yugoslavian immigrant’s death.

“George is no use to him now,”
Anna Jane thought with disgust.

A coroner’s jury would never

Squire James Westwood dropped
. his role of Dapper Dan for just a
5 minute yesterday.

Dropped it durirg a recess of the
coroner’s jury when his 19.year-old
daughter, Bertha, stepped’ to his
side and threw her arms impulsive-
© iy around him.

“Oh, Bertha,” he whispered and
his shoulders sagged and his eyes
filied with tears.

He tried to console her and was
n o her

Newspapers.com

Artist sketches follow the coroner’s inquest on the murder of Martha Westwood from The Pittsburgh Press on

Sept. 11, 1935.

hear the dead steelworker’s testi-
mony that he saw justice of the
peace James Westwood flee after
shooting his wife through their bed-
room window on the other side of
Clay Alley.

Anna Jane wouldn’t be at the cor-
oner’s inquest; on Sept. 10, Shuman
had assigned her to an Orphans
Court hearing on the estate of the

late architect Frederick J. Oster-
ling. Even though she was no longer
covering the Westwood murder,
Anna Jane knew Matuza’s grieving
friends and family would agree his
horrible death in the jaws of a
stamping machine was no accident,
nomatter what the D.A. said.

The reporter stifled the urge tore-
trieve her notebook and document

the scene around her. A band from
the Croatian Fraternal Union
played a quiet dirge as mourners
emerged from the family’s three-
room apartment and began a slow
procession around the block. Join-
ing them, Anna Jane couldn’t help
but stare at the Westwoods’ neat

SEE NOVEL, PAGE D-2
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brown-brick house on Ella
Street. The curtains Martha
had started and her daugh-
ter, Bertha, had finished
were pulled shut.

Anna Jane walked in the
funeral procession until it
reached the McKees Rocks
Bridge, then watched as the
black river of humanity
streamed across the steel
span toward St. Mary’s Ger-
man Catholic Church and its
cemetery. The reporter sud-
denly realized George
Matuza would be buried just
over the hill from Martha
Westwood’s grave in Mt. Cal-
vary Cemetery.

“God, I wish I was writing
this story,” she said out loud
as shelooked for her car.

*kk

Sept. 10, 1935: Michael Mat-
sey fought his way through a
crowd outside the Allegheny
County Morgue in Down-
town Pittsburgh. He figured
it was probably the biggest
turnout ever for a coroner’s
inquest in the building’s 30-
year history. How could any
case compete with murder
charges against a squire and
his constable for Killing the
squire’s wife?

The McKees Rocks police
chief finally reached the
thick double doors and be-
gan a frantic search for An-
drew Park, the district at-
torney. He needed to make
sure all their witnesses
were ready, especially So-
phie Sehar, who said she
saw Jimmy Westwood run-
ning away from the scene,
and party girl Peg Moran,
who at first said Jimmy and
Tim Drexler never left her
sight at Peyton’s Roadhouse
the night Martha Westwood
was shot.

Hours of tough question-
ing and a lie detector test
broke her, Matsey thought
with satisfaction. Now, she
would say both men disap-
peared for a half-hour just be-
fore the murder. That was
plenty of time to drive the 6
miles from Peyton’s on
Steubenville Pike to the
Westwoods’ house in the Bot-
toms, shoot the wife three
times and get back to the
roadhouse.

“Who cares if the other
party girl sticks with West-
wood and Drexler?” Matsey
said to himself. “And Eddie
Peyton? Nobody will believe
that boozehound.”

Matsey wound his way
through the morgue until he
found the hearing room, far
too small for the 15 witnesses,
policemen, attorneys and ju-
rors it needed to house. It
looked like a courtroom in
miniature, with a judge’s
bench, a witness stand and ta-
bles arranged for the attor-
neys. W.J. McGregor, the cor-
oner, was there. So was
Chauncey Pruger, the assis-
tant district attorney.

“Chauncey. Where’s An-
drew?” he asked the pit bull
of aprosecutor.

“Coming.”

The district attorney, a ro-
tund Republican, shoved into
the room behind Matsey.

“Andrew, you got some-
body other than Sophie Se-
har to corroborate what
Matuza saw?”

“What do you think I've
been working on all day?”
Park replied angrily.

*kk

“State your name for the
record, please,” Pruger said.

“Edward Peyton.”

“Mr. Peyton, is it correct
that on the night of July 9 into
the early morning of July 10,
James Westwood, Tim Drex-
ler and two female compan-
ions attended a show at your
establishment?”

“Yes'”
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A photo of Barbara Matuza and other mourners at George
Matuza’s funeral appears in the Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph on

Sept. 1, 1935.

“What time did they leave
the establishment?”’

Peyton paused. “I think it
was about 2:30.”

“Were any of them gone
for a portion of the night be-
fore then?”

“I think Jimmy and one of
the girls went out to the car at
some point, for a little, uh,
private time,” Peyton
winked.

Park played along. “And
what time was private time?”

“Idunno, about2.”

Matsey listened as the as-
sistant district attorney
grilled Peyton about the loca-
tion of the roadhouse, routes
to and from it, how far away
it was from McKees Rocks.
He noted a county detective
had driven two different
routes from the roadhouse to
Clay Alley. One took 10 min-
utes, the other 11. That meant
Westwood could have left at 2
a.m., committed the murder
and returned from “private
time” before the four of them
left the clubat 2:30 a.m.

“How’m I supposed to
know if he did or didn’'t do
that?” Peyton protested.
“Wasn’t like I was in the car
withhim.”

“Isn’t it true you lied when
first interviewed by County
Detective Monaghan in say-
ing Westwood and Drexler
were not with girls?”

“No,” Peyton shouted. “I
didn’t lie. T didn’t see them
come in with girls. How was 1
to know they had girls with
them? Tim Drexler danced
with lots of girls and knows
lots of girls.”

Peyton raised his right
hand. “T'll swear to God that I
havetold the truth.”

“You’ve already been
sworn,” the coroner said.

“Well, he can’t tell me that
I lied,” Peyton snapped. “No
man’s gotaright tosay that.”

McGregor smiled coldly.
“Sometimes actions speak
louder than words.”
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It was mostly smooth
sailing for Park and Pruger
after that. Sophie Sehar de-
scribed how she had seen
Westwood in the alley be-
hind his house shortly after
she heard the shots, and her
17-year-old daughter backed
her up. The jurors didn’t
seem to mind that her story
had changed. She told Mat-
sey she saw Westwood do it
the night of the murder, but
then she said it was a much
taller man with long curly
hair. Sehar said she was
afraid of what Westwood
would do, and who wouldn’t
be? The squire was the clos-
est thing to God in McKees
Rocks.

The jurors looked more
skeptically at tiny Peg

Moran, who also changed her
story and punctured West-
wood’s alibi. But it seemed to
Matsey the jury was buying
her new story.

Matsey, who had spent
many long days on the mur-
der investigation with Alle-
gheny County Detective Wal-
ter Monaghan, was confident
about everything but the par-
affin test, which detects gun-
shot residue on a person. The
bald chemist’s testimony was
hardly riveting, but he had
said Westwood'’s test was the
only one of the three that
showed he had fired a gun
within 72 hours of his wife’s
murder. The police chief
knew this was the first time
the test had been allowed as
evidence in a Pennsylvania
legal proceeding. The jurors
would have to believe the sci-
ence, and that wasn’t some-
thing you could count on in
this town.

At the end of the hearing,
the jurors took only a half
hour of deliberation. When
they returned, McGregor
talked to the foreman,
climbed the bench and spoke
toaquietroom:

“The jury has heard the
evidence presented at this
inquest on the 10th of Sep-
tember, 1935. In so doing, it
charges James Westwood
with murder, and Tim
Drexler with accessory to
murder before and after the
fact.”
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Detective Walter
Monaghan was still seeing
spots from the newspaper
photographers’ flash bulbs. It
had taken him nearly an
hour to shepherd James
Westwood through the
throngs of bystanders and
take him to the county jail.

Before handing Westwood
off to the guards, Monaghan
shook his hand. “Well, Jim, it
seems to be the will of God
that you'retobehere.”

“Someday, Walter,” West-
wood responded, “you’ll
learn that I'm telling the
truth.”

Epilogue

Someday never came for
James Westwood.

The McKees Rocks justice
of the peace was found guilty
of first-degree murder and
sentenced to life in prison on
Jan. 25, 1936. He served his
sentence at Western Peniten-
tiary, now known as State
Correctional Institution-
Pittsburgh, and died there on
May 14,1951.

The 60-year-old fell from a
30-foot scaffold while doing
repairs on a building within
the prison’s walls. He main-
tained his innocence until
theend.

Book captures Greenbrier’s style
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The writing room is pic-
tured on the cover of the
book, and it has been on the
cover of numerous maga-
zines throughout the de-
cades. Its dark green walls
are set off by a white fire-
place, and the Fudge Apron
draperies are quintessential
Dorothy Draper.

In “Romance & Rhodo-
dendrons” (Shannongrove
Press, $87.95), Mr. Varney
explains why the floral pat-
tern is called Fudge Apron.
Ms. Draper said its colors
are the ones that would ap-
pear on a candy maker’s
apron. Mr. Varney has de-
signed a scarf that depicts

theroom.

“Dorothy would have
been 131 years old Nov. 22,
and Gov. Jim Justice has
done such a great job pre-
serving Mrs. Draper’s de-
signlegacy,” he said.

The West Virginia gover-
nor purchased The Green-
brier in 2009 before he ran for
political office. In doing so, he
not only preserved the re-
sort’s unmistakable style, but
also, he saved hundreds of lo-
caljobs.

“We are in the process of
renovating the rooms,” Mr.
Varney said.

Don’t expect any bland
whites, beiges and grays.

“The Greenbrier is one
big Kodak moment, or

today, you would call it an
Instagram moment,” he
said.

A Dorothy Draper store
opened at the resort last July,
and its highlights include the
Dorothy Draper Collection
from Kindel Furniture. The
store, which stocks signature
fabrics, lighting fixtures and
clothing, is operated by Brin-
sley Matthews, executive
vice president of Dorothy
Draper & Co.

“It really has all you
would want from the Green-
brier to carry home, includ-
ing ‘Romance & Rhododen-
drons,” ” said Mr. Varney.

Patricia Sheridan: psheri-
dan@post-gazette.com.
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backup. (CC) letter from the White Sox. (N) (CC) Treasure. (CC)
IFC Twoanda |Twoanda |Twoanda |Twoanda |Twoanda |Twoanda |Twoanda |Twoanda
Half Men Half Men Half Men Half Men Half Men Half Men Half Men Half Men
LIFE Rizzoli & Isles Maura be- | Rizzoli & Isles (9:03) Maura | Rizzoli & Isles (10:03) But | |Rizzoli & Isles (11:03)
comes a murder suspect. gains insight into her father.  |Am a Good Girl. (CC) Somehody's Watching Me.
MSNBC |All In With Chris Hayes (N) | Rachel Maddow Show (N) |The Last Word (N) The 11th Hour (N)
MTV |“We're the Millers” (6:30) |Ridiculous. ‘Ridiculous. Ridiculous. ‘Ridiculous. Ridic. (N) ‘Ridiculous.
NBCS |Poker Central Poker Central Poker Central Poker Central
NGEO |Tiny House Nation (CC) Tiny House Nation (CC) Tiny House Nation (CC) Tiny House Nation (CC)
NICK “Madagascar: Escape 2  |Young Shel- |Young Shel- |Friends (CC) |Friends (CC) |Friends (CC) |Friends (CC)
Africa” (7) xk* don don
OWN Dateline on OWN As Dark- | Dateline on OWN Internet | Deadline: Crime With Tam- | Dateline on OWN Valentine’s
ness Fell. (CC) con artists. (CC) ron Hall Blinding Ambition.  |Day Mystery. (CC)
OXYGEN | NCIS Kill the Messenger. NCIS So It Goes. NCIS Choke Hold. NCIS The San Dominick.
PARMT |“The Dark Knight” (6:30) x*x “The Day After Tomorrow” (9:35) (2004) % Dennis Quaid.
PCNC |NightTalk [PCNC 9PM_ |PCNC Forensic  [Forensic  [Pittsburgh [Ch. 11 News
SC Mysteries of the Abandoned Curse of the Underground Worlds. Bunkers and subterranean | Mysteries of the Aban-
labyrinths. (N) (CC) doned (CC)
SYFY “Olympus Has Fallen” “Jumanji” (1995) %* Robin Williams. A sinister board game |“Zathura” (11:03) (2005)
(6:30) (2013) ** puts its players in mortal jeopardy. (CC) *%x (CC)
188 Family Guy |Family Guy |Family Guy |Family Guy |American |American | Conan Ricky |Seinfeld The
Dad Dad Genvais. Fusilli Jerry.
oM “Churchill and the Movie | “The Private Life of Henry VIII” (9:15) (1933) %x* “Conquest of the Air”
Mogul” (2019), Charles Barr |Charles Laughton, Elsa Lanchester. (CC) (1936) ** (CC)
TLC |Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper (N) ‘1000-Lb. Sisters (10:01) (N)|My Feet Are Killing Me
INT “Avengers: Endgame” (7:30) (2019) % Robert Downey Jr., Chris Evans, Mark Ruffalo. The Avengers pre- | Snowpiercer
pare for an epic showdown with Thanos. (CC) (11:25)
TOON [Burgers  [Burgers Amer. Dad  [Amer. Dad |Rick, Morty [Rick, Morty [Family Guy |Family Guy
TRAV |World’s Most Unexplained |Unexplained (N) Paranormal De. (N) Paranormal Declassified
TRUTV |Imp. Jokers |Imp. Jokers |Imp. Jokers |Imp. Jokers |“Yes Man” (2008) %x Jim Carrey. (CC)
TVL |Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond \ Raymond King King
USA WWE Monday Night RAW (N) (L) (CC) Straight Up |Straight Up
Steve Austin | Steve Austin
VH1 |Love & Hip Hop (N) (CC) “Madea’s Family Reunion” (2006) x* Tyler Perry. (CC) Diary of Mad
WE |Criminal Minds Hope. Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds
WGN-A |NewsNation (N) (CC) NewsNation (N) (CC) NewsNation (N) (CC) NewsNation (CC)
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